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Dear Parents & Friends of Holy Family, 
 
As this term comes to an end, I am struck by the many great ways in which our 

school brings to life the school motto of  ñIn Christ we live, love and learn.ò 

 

In Christ we live by being in a caring community. This is evident when we see        

students, staff and parents interacting with one another, in ways reflective of the   

Gospel. It was lived very tangibly on Tuesday at our Athletics Carnival, with a record 

number of parent helpers and parent supporters. Living with Christ is also celebrated 

each time we share life giving conversation with others, share a greeting, give a 

smile. 

 

In Christ we love  by sharing the love of Jesus with others. I am often struck by the 

generosity of students, staff and parents towards those in need - our social justice. 

During this term we have brought this to life in our support of the St Vincent de Paul 

Winter Appeal, the Parramatta Diocesan Works Fund and the Year 4ôs knitting of 

blankets for the homeless. The commitment of Mr Bawden and the Yr 6 students to 

the Winter Sleep Out is of special note. All of these actions are truly bringing Christôs 

love to others. 

 

In Christ we learn when we use every learning opportunity that has been given to us.  

I applaud those students who continue to strive for personal best, those who enter 

into every opportunity and those who persist until they have mastered the new skill. 

These same celebrations are for our staff who continue to engage in professional  

learning opportunities so that they can become the very best teacher possible for your 

children. 

 

As our term concludes, let us give thanks to our community for living, loving and 

learning in Christ. 

 

Yours in family, 

 

 

Mrs Sue Guilfoyle 

Principal 

In Christ we Live, Love and Learn. 

Term 2 ends  
Friday  

27th June. 
 
 
 
 

 
Term 3 begins 

Tuesday  
15th July. 
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Sunday, 22/6/14: The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ - (Corpus Christi)  

 

Jn 6:51-58   My flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. 

 

Meals are very important events. Not only do we physically need food and drink to keep ourselves alive, but we use meals to 

mark occasions and celebrate events: birthdays; weddings; dates; achievements; disappointments; reunions. There is  

sacredness about gathering with friends and family and sharing a meal together. Stories are told; memories shared; the food 

is appreciated and more often than not thereôs a drink to accompany the meal. Treating such occasions with gratitude ï as 

blessed moments of grace ï is living out the Eucharistic reality of welcoming Jesus into our lives and seeking to be more 

like him.  Greg Sunter 

 

Beanie and Scarf Day 

 

Dear Parents and Families, once again we call on your great generosity in assisting families in our community who may be 

struggling this winter season.  As you know there are many, many people for whom winter is a cold, lonely and bitter  

experience. We ask you again this year, to help show your love and concern, by generously donating warm blankets and 

clothing for our class hampers. 

 

These hampers will be offered up as part of our Feast of the Sacred Heart on Friday Wk9 and handed 

over to the St Vincent de Paul Society. Also, on that day to help raise awareness of this, we will be having 

a Beanie and Scarf Day. Donations can be brought into classes from now until Friday Week 9. 

 
    Stephen Bawden 

    Religious Education Coordinator 

 

 

 

 
We congratulate this weekõs Student 

of the Week Award recipients:  

 

Baffour Owusu   Jason Achi  

Madison Saouma  Bechara Ghosn  

Tatyana Nakhoul  Marie - Jo Yaacoub  

Nathan Habib   Duong Mawien  

Georgia McIntyre  Debrah Youssef  

Isabel Rizk   Blessing Coker - Macfory  

Stanley Ng    Isabella Shamoun  

 

Principalõs Awards: Alexis Beasley, Ryan Lu, Chanel Jekki, Luke Laoulach, Antonia 

Aoun, Erica Chen, Luciana Arida, Nathan Bechara, Charlotte Edwards, Chanel  

Kalouche, Hugo Ng, Jimmy Vu, Reegan Roebeck and Jasmin Ghamraoui.  

In Christ we Live, Love and Learn. 

Friday 20th June at 9:30 we gather to celebrate  

the dedication of the Fr James Stack Library.  

Please join us for this special occasion. 



Term 2 Learning at Holy Family  

 

In Christ we Live, Love and Learn. 

Learning Matters from the Assistant Principal  

How we teach reading (and how you can help) 
 

Do you remember learning to drive? Even if youôve never learned, you can probably imagine the process.  
 

At first, there is SO much to remember and it can seem overwhelming. When you try to focus on getting the clutch right, 

you forget about putting on your indicator. Just when you feel youôve got the hang of second gear, your teacher says ñNow 

shift into thirdò.  
 

If you had professional lessons, your instructorôs car had a second set of pedals on their side of the car. This way, they could 

share some of the control just in case you were about to drive them into a wall. 
 

So what does all this have to do with reading? 
 

Good readers are like good drivers. We use many, many different skills and processes all at the same time without even 

noticing. And just like you learn to change gears and steer so you can use the car to get somewhere, when we read we use 

all the different skills for a higher purpose ï to make meaning from written words. In other words, to understand, or  

comprehend what we read. óGetting all the words rightô is less important than understanding what we read. 
 

Just like driving teachers, school teachers use a ógradual release of responsibilityô model when teaching reading.  

In Modelled Reading, the teacher is in control.  

In Shared Reading, the teacher leads and the children join in.  

In Guided Reading, the children lead and the teacher joins in if necessary. 

In Independent Reading, the child leads and is in control. 
 

If you want to give your child a boost in reading, there are some simple things you can do: 

READ to your children EVERY DAY in ANY LANGUAGE at ANY AGE ï even five minutes is a good start 

TALK about what you have read 

TALK about movies and games and compare them to stories you know 

LISTEN to your children read their home readers to you 

HAVE BOOKS available for your children to read for pleasure 

Take your children to Granville LIBRARY these holidays to borrow books, magazines, books on CDs, anything! 

TEACH your children to read a menu, a shopping list, a catalogue, a bus timetable, anything! 
 

Above all, have fun reading together! 

 

Mr Benjamin Munday 


