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Dear Families and Friends, 
 
Welcome back to a new year of living, loving and learning in Christ. As we begin this 
year, our parish school community has one of great change and challenge ahead of 
us. This is the first time in thirty seven years that our beloved Fr Stack has not been 
here to welcome us back, to set us a spiritual challenge for the year and to offer   
guidance and  humour. 
 
It is tradition in many cultures to mourn the loss of a family member for a  period of 
one year with outward signs including the wearing the black, abstinence from        
celebrations and conducting memorial prayers. Now, I donôt think for a minute that 
this is how Fr Stack would want us to remember his life but I am proposing that as we 
start this year we undertake a year of  celebrating Fr Stack. Therefore I decree: 

 

2014 - The Year of Fr Stack  
 

We are each challenged to use the special gifts of Fr Stack as 
our role model as we embark on the year: 

Always have time for a greeting and a smile 

Laugh often at the joys of life 

Pray daily, giving thanks for what we have received 

Never turn away someone in need 

Continue to read and learn throughout life 

Pass on the stories of history and life with those we 

love 

Take time to enjoy Godôs creation through gardening, 

bushwalks, ocean swims 

And of course...Always be ready to shake hands 

 
If Holy Family School can honour Fr Stack through these simple gestures and guides, 
then our school community will indeed be blessed with the richness of being a Christ 
filled community.  
 
In addition to these simple acts there will also be some special Fr Stack memorial 
events planned during the year, starting with a whole school  Remembrance Prayer 
this Friday at 2:00pm in the parish school hall. We hope that all parents will join us in 
this time of prayer and celebration. 
 
May 2014 be a year of fulfilment and joy for our community. I welcome each of you to 
this new year, secure in the belief that we will continue to build Godôs kingdom alive 
here at Holy Family. 
 
Yours in family, 
 
 
 
 
Mrs. Sue Guilfoyle 
Principal 

In Christ we Live, Love and Learn. 

Reminder  
The 2014 Parent  

Handbook has been 

distributed with this 

weekõs newsletter.  

It contains lots of  

information so 

please keep it in a 

safe place at home 

and refer to it for  

information.  

Saggart aroon - 

Irish Gaelic meaning  

ôdarling parish priestõ 

mailto:HolyFamilyEGranville@parra.catholic.edu.au


 

 

 

Gospel Reflection   
Mt 5:13-16   You are the light of the world.  
 

Gandhi, the great leader of the Indian independence  

movement, is credited with saying, óYou must be the change 

you want to see in the world.ô He sought a life free from 

tyranny and violence and so led a movement of non-violent 

resistance. In Matthewôs Gospel this Sunday, Jesus challenges 

us that our 'light must shine in the sight of men, so that, seeing 

your good works, they may give the praise to your Father in 

heaven.ô  Jesus challenges us to lead others into right 

`relationship with one another and with God through the words 

we choose and good deeds we do.  

Sacramental Program  
The Sacraments of First Reconciliation and Holy Communion will be again celebrated this year. 
Dates for these will be set over the next few weeks and forwarded onto families. 
 
Opening School Mass 
We invite all families and friends of Holy Family to 

celebrate our Opening School Mass with us. This is a 

great occasion for us as we welcome the new members 

of school, particularly the new Kindergarten children. 

The Mass will be on Wednesday the 12th of February at 

9.10am in the Church. We look forward to celebrating 

with you. 

 

Stephen Bawden 

Religious Education Coordinator 

In Christ we Live, Love and Learn. 

Welcome to Holy Family 
Samson Penfold  David Faalogo Ram Kaucha Miss Camilleri  Mr Christian Khattar 

Our New Kindergarten Students: 

Kinder Bunnies  Jason Achi Josie Afram Ater Ajou Adam Assam-Larry 

Alexis Beasley Eleni Bolakis Maisie Chan Morgan Chen Kayleen Davis 

Melissa El-Hayek Angelina El Katrib Shaymaa El Merheby Olivia Gebrael Suzanna Hannouch 

Elias Helou Cadi Jones Tayla Kayrouz Ajang Kur Lucas Kanaan 

Rania Marcos Adonai Mbula Ekamba Rohan Puri Rylan Roebeck Laura Spina 

Zivelle Seasay Adau Tiap Dylan Vu Daniel Yaacoub George Youssef 

Kinder Seals  Alana Achi William Aguer Jelina Boudolh Ivamere Cagiloaloa 

Jerry Chen Rebecca Chen Angelina El Boutty Annalise El Khoury Noel Emmanuel 

Orianna Estephen Georgia Farah Annabella Hutchinson Ashwin Kumar Deon Kumar 

Sukkum Limbu Mariah Liukuey Ryan Lu Ayuen Majak Lael Mbula Ekamba 

Sonto Okanme Baffour Owusu Gabriel Rahme Sienna Shamoun Pia Sharma 

Mark Sorojevic Taonga Tembo-
Sievers 

Caterina Valore   



A big focus across the school during 2014 will be GOOD HABITS. Youôll hear us talking about  

developing good habits at assembly, weôll talk about it during break times, weôll talk about it 

during lessons, while lining up, during sport, on excursionséthe list goes on. 

 

We can say that a habit is a routine of behaviour that is repeated regularly and tends to occur  

subconsciously. A habit is acquired through previous repetition of a mental experience and is 

imprinted in the pathways in our brain.  

 

Why are good habits important? Think of it this way. Would an elite sportsperson be able to perform at the  

highest level if they never trained? Would the Prime Minister be able to govern effectively if he never read his 

briefing papers? Would the Pope be able to teach us about Godôs love if he never prayed? Good habits are 

important because it is by regularly repeating a behaviour that it becomes part of our brainôs wiring. 

 

We develop good handwriting by practising our handwriting. We develop the habit of completing our homework 

by doing our homework daily. We develop the habit of punctuality by getting to school on time each day. 

 

At Holy Family, our motto is ñIn Christ we live, love and learnò. We are working on developing good habits for 

living, good habits for loving and good habits for learning. By regularly repeating small things, we just might 

find that our life transforms in amazing ways. We look forward to sharing this amazing transformation with you 

and your child! 

 

Benjamin Munday 

Assistant Principal  

In Christ we Live, Love and Learn. 

Learning Matters from the Assistant Principal  


